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Mr. Damion Marshall pled guilty to a single count information charging him with

distribution and possession with intent to distribute cocaine base in violation of 21 U.S.C.

§§ 841(a)(1) on January 19, 2005.  He appeals from the District Court’s sentencing

decision.  He argues that his sentence of 168 months is unreasonable because the District

Court did not consider the factor set forth in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(6)–“sentencing

disparity.”  The gist of Mr. Marshall’s argument is that a comparatively stiff sentence for

distributing cocaine base is unreasonable when compared to less severe penalties for

distributing cocaine powder.  Mr. Marshall also contends that the sentence was

unreasonable because it did not meet the requirement that it be sufficient, but not greater

than necessary to achieve the purposes of sentencing.  He also argues that the District

Court put undue emphasis on his criminal history.  We disagree and affirm the District

Court’s sentencing decision.   

I

Between October 2003 and March 2004, an undercover officer conducted a

number of transactions with Mr. Marshall, purchasing crack cocaine for dollar amounts

ranging from $40 to $400.  There was one final transaction in the amount of $1,260.  On

April 6, 2004, Mr. Marshall was arrested by officers from the Drug Enforcement

Administration for distribution of crack cocaine.  



3

Beginning at age 13, Mr. Marshall was arrested and incarcerated on numerous

occasions, primarily for drug offenses.   When Mr. Marshall was a minor, he was also

charged with assault and murder.  Explaining his arrest for the instant offense, Mr.

Marshall stated that he could not find employment after being released from state prison

in 2002.  He claims that he turned to drug dealing because he was desperate for money

and had to support two children. 

The probation department calculated Mr. Marshall’s total offense level at 29, with

a criminal history category of VI, placing him in a Sentencing Guideline range of

imprisonment from 151 to 188 months.  At sentencing, Mr. Marshall asked the court to

impose a sentence at the bottom of the range pursuant to the factors set forth in 18 U.S.C.

§ 3553(a).  The court imposed a sentence of 168 months imprisonment, three years

supervised release, and a fine of $1,000.  

II

A

A criminal sentence is reviewed for reasonableness.  United States v. Booker, 543

U.S. 220, 261 (2005).  “The district courts, while not bound to apply the Guidelines, must

consult those Guidelines and take them into account when sentencing.”  Id. at 264. 

District Courts must impose sentences that promote the "sentencing goals" listed in 18

U.S.C. § 3553(a).  United States v. Cooper, 437 F.3d 324, 325-26 (3d Cir. 2006) (citing
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Booker, 543 U.S. at 259-60).  Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a), courts must consider the

following factors when fashioning a sentence: 

(1) the nature and circumstances of the offense and the history
and characteristics of the defendant; 
(2) the need for the sentence imposed– 

(A) to reflect the seriousness of the offense, to
promote respect for the law, and to provide just
punishment for the offense; 
(B) to afford adequate deterrence to criminal
conduct; 
(C) to protect the public from further crimes of
the defendant; and 
(D) to provide the defendant with needed
educational or vocational training, medical care,
or other correctional treatment in the most
effective manner; 

(3) the kinds of sentences available;
(4) the kinds of sentence and the sentencing range established
for . . . the applicable category of offense committed by the
applicable category of defendant as set forth in the guidelines
. . . . 
(5) any pertinent policy statement . . . . 
(6) the need to avoid unwarranted sentence disparities among
defendants with similar records who have been found guilty
of similar conduct; and 
(7) the need to provide restitution to any victims of the
offense.

“The record must demonstrate the trial court gave meaningful consideration to the

§ 3553(a) factors.”  Cooper, 437 F.3d at 329 (citing United States v. Williams, 425 F.3d

478, 480 (7th Cir. 2005)).  A court does not have to “discuss and make findings as to each

of the § 3553(a) factors . . . .”  Id.  
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In the instant case, the record reflects that the District Court made findings as to

each of the factors listed in § 3553(a).  The court stated “[l]ooking at 3553 and the

Sentencing Guidelines, I do find that a sentence between the guideline range would be

reasonable.”  The District Court recounted Mr. Marshall’s troubled past and criminal

history.  It then considered the factors enunciated in § 3553(a)(1) & (2)(A): “the nature

and circumstances of the offense, and the history and characteristics of this defendant, . . .

[and] the need for the sentence imposed to reflect the seriousness of the offense.”  The

court determined that the sentence must “provide just punishment, to afford adequate

deterrence to criminal conduct” because Mr. Marshall “doesn’t have respect for the law.” 

The court also expressed a desire to protect the public, reflecting the factor set forth in §

3553(a)(2)(C). 

Regarding rehabilitation and education, the factors set forth in § 3553(a)(2)(D), the

Court stated “[w]e can only hope that he gets into some kind of drug treatment program.

He keeps an open mind and turns him around (sic).”  The court concluded “[t]he only way

I know how to make you stop doing it is to put you in prison where you can’t do it

anymore.  We hope that if you finally get the message, and when you get out, you try

even harder to get a job, to support your kids and your family[.]”  

At sentencing, Mr. Marshall’s counsel argued that the sentence should be at the

lower end of the range due to the disparity in sentences for those caught dealing in crack



6

cocaine, as opposed to those sentenced for selling powder cocaine.  Pursuant to §

3553(a)(6), courts must consider “the need to avoid unwarranted sentence disparities

among defendants with similar records.”  The District Court recognized the instant case

“involves multiple sales, [of] very small amount[s]of crack cocaine.”  It considered Mr.

Marshall’s argument, but rejected it.  Addressing the disparity in sentences for sellers of

crack cocaine and powder cocaine, the District Court stated “I hear what you are saying

. . .  about this law.  And, of course, you’re not the first one to raise this issue about what

you see are the disparities in the Sentencing Guidelines and the sentences for these kinds

of offenses.” 

After Booker, a District Court may consider sentencing disparity, along with the

other factors listed in § 3553(a), as reasons to impose a sentence outside the Guidelines

range.  Booker, 543 U.S. at 261, 264.  But Booker does not compel the District Court to

impose a shorter sentence.  Provided that the sentence is reasonable, a District Court does

not err when it rejects counsel’s argument to impose a sentence at the lower end of the

Guideline range.  Id.; see also U.S. v. Gipson, 425 F.3d 335, 337 (7th Cir. 2005)

(rejecting a similar challenge to a sentence based on the differential between sentences for

selling crack as opposed to powder cocaine.)  

This court has “upheld the constitutionality of both the federal drug statutes (21

U.S.C. §§ 841(b)(1) & 846) and the guideline provisions (U.S.S.G. § 2D1.1) that treat
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crack cocaine offenses more severely than offenses involving an equal quantity of cocaine

powder.”  United States v. Alton, 60 F.3d 1065, 1069 (3d Cir. 1995) (citing United States

v. Frazier, 981 F.2d 92 (3d Cir. 1992)).  Booker does not compel a different result in the

instant case. 

In acknowledging that offenses related to the sale of crack cocaine are treated

more severely, the District Court stated “that’s a judgment that’s made by Congress.  And

the Guidelines reflect it.  And there isn’t really much[,] if I were so inclined, there isn’t

much I can do about that.”  Mr. Marshall relies upon a narrow reading of this statement to

support his argument that the District Court erred in concluding it lacked discretion to

impose a sentence outside of the Guidelines range. 

As a preliminary matter, the phrase “if I were so inclined,” indicates that the

District Court was not interested in imposing a sentence below the Guidelines range.  But

more importantly, the record shows that the court analyzed the sentence in light of the

factors set forth in § 3553(a) and determined that the sentence was reasonable.  The Court

stated: “Looking at 3553 and the Sentencing Guidelines, I do find that a sentence between

the guideline range would be reasonable.”  The Court calculated the sentence under the

Guidelines and conducted independent analysis under § 3553(a) to determine that the

sentence was reasonable.  Accordingly, there is no merit to the argument that the District

Court failed to apprehend that it had discretion to sentence Mr. Marshall to any
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reasonable sentence pursuant to § 3553(a). 

B

Mr. Marshall argues that the court’s sentence violated § 3553(a)(6) because the

court failed “to consider sentencing disparities in determining what sentence is ‘sufficient,

but not greater than necessary,’ to achieve the purposes of sentencing.”  Appellant’s Br.

21.  Section 3553(a) provides that “[t]he court shall impose a sentence sufficient, but not

greater than necessary, to comply with the purposes set forth in paragraph (2) of this

subsection.”  Paragraph (2) of § 3553(a) enumerates four factors that need to be

considered in fashioning a sentence.  Before pronouncing sentence, the District Court

discussed and analyzed each of the four factors.  Contrary to Mr. Marshall’s suggestion,

sentencing disparity is not one of the factors listed in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(2). 

Nevertheless, the Court also considered sentencing disparity pursuant to § 3553(a)(6), and

rejected Mr. Marshall’s argument for a lower sentence.  

C

Mr. Marshall also suggests that the District Court erred by treating the Guidelines

as “presumptively reasonable.”  Appellant’s Br. 23.  “The advisory guidelines range is

itself one of the § 3553(a) factors, 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a)(4), and continues to play an

integral part in sentencing decisions.”  Cooper, 437 F.3d at 331 (citing Booker, 543 U.S.
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at 264).  Mr. Marshall concedes that the Sentencing Guidelines must be considered when

fashioning a sentence.  Appellant’s Br. at 17-18.  Although the Sentencing Guidelines are

discretionary, the district courts “must consult those Guidelines and take them into

account when sentencing.”  Booker, 543 U.S at 264.  The Court analyzed the sentence for

reasonableness pursuant to the factors enunciated in § 3553(a).  The District Court did not

treat the Guidelines as presumptively reasonable. 

D

Mr. Marshall claims the District Court erred by placing too much emphasis on Mr.

Marshall’s criminal history.  However, he also concedes that “[g]iven the magnitude of

this offense level, Marshall’s categorization as a Career Offender, pursuant to U.S.S.G. §

4B1.1, had little impact on his ultimate advisory guideline range.”  Appellant’s Br. 10. 

Mr. Marshall states that the Career Offender designation increased his total offense level

by two additional levels.   He does not cite any case or statute to support his argument

that the District Court erred by putting too much weight on his criminal history.  

At sentencing, the court found that Mr. Marshall has a “terrible” past.  The court

described Mr. Marshall’s criminal history:

Terrible criminal record.  Aggravated assault, drug cases,
starting as a juvenile.  Obstructing the administration of law,
disturbing the peace, state charges he’s awaiting sentence on
right now.  Assault.  Doesn’t have a great background.  Didn’t
finish high school.  Never had a job.  I understand what
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you’re saying, . . . about the difficulty at this point of his life
to getting (sic) a job.  Absolutely convinced that’s true.  Can’t
be easy.  But he’s got to try, he’s got to stop this life.  He’s
got to stop these crimes. Just as Mr. Marshall himself said,
this is poison. 

In view of his criminal history, the District Court opined “he’s got to stop these crimes.

Just as Mr. Marshall himself said, this is poison.  You’re killing people out. (sic) You’re

destroying your family, destroying other people’s families.”  The Court concluded that

the only way it could stop Mr. Marshall from committing similar crimes in the future was

to incarcerate him for a long period of time.  Explaining its analysis of the reasonableness

of the sentence pursuant to § 3553(a), the Court stated that “[g]iven his history, I don’t

know what else we can do to try to deter him other than to put him in prison.  Protect the

public. Certainly we have to protect the public from his crimes.”  

The record shows the District Court considered Mr. Marshall’s criminal history in

light of each of the factors listed in § 3553(a).  He has failed to demonstrate the District

Court placed an undue emphasis on Mr. Marshall’s criminal history, or otherwise

fashioned a sentence that was unreasonable. 

For the foregoing reasons, we will affirm the judgment of the District Court. 


