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OPINION

PER CURIAM

Appellant James M. Malarik, a resident of Pennsylvania, filed a civil complaint in
United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania against a

Pennsylvania business and its owner-operators, alleging personal injuries. The District



Court dismissed the case without prejudice for lack of federal subject matter jurisdiction
in an order entered on April 14, 2005. Malarik appeals.
We will affirm. Our review of the District Court's dismissal of a complaint for

lack of subject matter jurisdiction is plenary. Gould Electronics, Inc. v. United States,

220 F.3d 169, 176 (3d Cir. 2000). Federal subject matter jurisdiction is lacking for the
reasons given by the District Court. Federal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction.

Kokkonen v. Guardian Life Ins. Co. of America, 511 U.S. 375,377 (1994). Subject

matter jurisdiction is conferred where the parties are from different states, that is, diverse,
and the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, 28 U.S.C. § 1332, and also when a
federal question is presented, 28 U.S.C. § 1331.

Malarik’s complaint, if it can be maintained at all, can only be maintained in state
court, because jurisdiction based on diversity of citizenship is not available when the
parties are all Pennsylvania citizens or businesses, as they are here. Moreover, no federal
question is presented by a personal injury lawsuit that alleges only common law torts
against a private party, and does not allege a deprivation of federal constitutional rights or
the elements of a cause of action under a federal statute. We agree with the District Court
that Malarik’s suit, involving injuries suffered as a result of an altercation at a bar, does
not, and could not, satisfy the jurisdictional prerequisites for suit in federal court.

We will affirm the order of the District Court dismissing the action without

prejudice for lack of subject matter jurisdiction.
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